
May God Let Him Grow
A Child’s Birth in the Culture and Customs of Bohemian and Moravian Jews

This book is the result of almost five years’ research 

that was undertaken between 2004–2009 by staff 

at the Jewish Museum in Prague on the available 

donated circumcision textiles from Bohemia and 

Moravia (in public and private collections both in the 

Czech Republic and abroad). It features a specialist 

study (by Dana Veselská) on the ceremonies that 

are connected to the birth of a child in the culture 

and customs of Bohemian and Moravian Jews, as 

well as three other specialist studies that provide a 

detailed analysis of the Torah binder – made from 

the swaddling cloth used at a boy’s circumcision – as 

a unique and previously unknown source for social 

and art history. The texts are by Dana Veselská, Iveta 

Cermanová and Alexandr Putík). 

The catalogue section is divided into six chapters and 

contains almost 1,330 items, including translations 

of Hebrew dedicatory inscriptions. These inscriptions 

mention the name of the new born child and also the 

name of his father and the precise date of birth. This 

chronological arrangement of records of embroidered binder donations constitutes a complete new and very important source of 

research concerning historical Jewish settlement in Bohemia and Moravia with records on the births of hundreds of Jewish boys.

	 It is illustrated with wonderfully rich full-colour illustrations on foldable pages. There are also indexes of the forenames 

and surnames of donors (i.e. the boys or their parents or grandparents) and an index of the localities (communities) mentioned 

in the dedicatory inscriptions, supplemented with all the ascertained variants of the Hebrew inscriptions. All the indexes are 

also supplemented with the ascertained versions of the Hebrew names or titles. This book is suitable not only for historians, 

genealogists, archivists, cultural historians and ethnographers, but also for the general public. A unique register of circumcisions 

from 1668 to 1930, this book will be a rich resource for anyone interested in Jewish culture.

Available in Czech and in English.

312 pages, 195 full-colour illustrations. 

Czech version: ISBN 978-80-86889-94-8

English version: ISBN 978-80-86889-95-5
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Torah binder – mappah type, velvet, embroidery, Bohemia, 1912
Inscription: This was donated by the young man Zelig,  
son of R Jacob Sachs, in the year 672 a.m.e.
© JMP, acc. no. 046.418

Torah binder – mappah type, cotton, wool, embroidery
Bohemia, 2nd half of 19th century
Inscription: Dedicated to the Lord.

Torah binder – mappah type, needlework canvas, embroidery
Bohemia, 2nd half of 19th century
Inscription: Dedicated to the Lord.
© JMP, acc. no. 065.576

Torah binder – mappah type, plush, appliqué
Bohemia, 2nd half of 19th century

Torah binder – mappah type, velvet, appliqué
Bohemia, 2nd half of 19th century
© JMP, acc. no. 174.542 

Torah binder – mappah type, needlework canvas, 
embroidery
Bohemia, 2nd half of 19th century
Inscription: Tilli Arnstein.
© JMP, acc. no. 023.425
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We do not have reliable data on the evolution of Torah binding textile in Central Europe up to the beginning 

of the thirteenth century. Only with Sefer Hassidim10 is there a mention in the Ashkenazi world of the existence 

of mappot: “The person who rolls up the Torah, places the mappot on the Torah (and mappot exist that are 

extremely beautiful on one side and not quite so nice on the other) and turns the beautiful side to the scroll.”11 

From other sources we discover that these textile objects were linen, embroidered, and furnished with what 

appears to be passages from the Bible.12 It is not quite clear from the above citation whether scrolls were bound 

by these mappot. This might only be gleaned from other sources, which are largely illustrated manuscripts, and such 

interpretation requires a degree of creative license.13

It was most likely some time during the sixteenth century that Ashkenazi culture developed the tradition 

of donating binders made exclusively of the cloth swaddling that a newborn boy was wrapped in during the 

circumcision. The first historical mention (whose importance for the introduction of the practice is the cause of 

much debate among scholars) comes from Sefer Maharil, a work that relates the deeds of the prominent rabbi of 

Mainz, Jacob Mölin, known as MaHaRIL (ca. 1365-1427).14 The event thus described was viewed as so significant 

that it is given in the book in the form of an etiological narrative (very similar) and in two different places:15

“Once the Maharil Segal was a godfather (sandek) and there was no binder (mappah) to bind the legs of 

the child after the circumcision so that he could not move his legs (they should be swaddled) and upset the 

circumcision, the same as the mohel does when he swaddles the child so that the circumcision bandage does 

not come loose. And the aforementioned rabbi instructed that a binder (mappah) used to wrap the Torah scroll 

be brought to bind the child’s legs. And the Maharil was asked if the binder should be returned to the Torah 

afterward, or should it be brought as a secular 

object, and he replied that when there is the 

threat of mortal danger (sakanat nefashot) it is 

permissible to use as swaddle even the binder 

(yeriah) from the Torah. And he said that in this 

case the sacredness of the binder for the Torah 

is not disturbed, but that it should be washed 

and cleaned of all blood before being returned to 
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You can buy the book May God Let Him Grow:
	 in the Jewish Museum in Prague’s online store 

Czech version http://www.jewishmuseum.cz/shop/czshop.php

English version http://www.jewishmuseum.cz/shop/ashop.htm

by e-mail to sales@jewishmuseum.cz

Price:
	 Czech version	 549 CZK	 32 USD	 22 EUR        
	 English version	 849 CZK	 49 USD	 35 EUR

Postage and Packing:
	 Czech republic	 80 CZK
	 Europe	 300 CZK	 17 USD	 12 EUR
	 Rest of world	 400 CZK	 22 USD	 16 EUR


